
1. UNIVERSALISM, a.k.a. 
PLURALISM
the teaching that all will be saved, 
or at least can be saved through 
sincere devotion to the religion of 
their culture, choice, or 
upbringing.  Christ is not the only 
way to God;  all sincere roads can 
lead to God,,, 
ADVOCATES:  JOHN HICK, PAUL 
KNITTER, HUSTON SMITH, 
THOMAS TALBOTT, LIBERAL 
CHRISTIANITY, UNITARIANS, 
UNIVERSALISTS, UNITY CHURCH

DAMN!
FIVE THEOLOGICAL ANSWERS:

Who's Going to Heaven or Hell?

"Salvation by faith in 
Jesus by name (identity) alone"

"All roads
lead to God"

2.  UNIVERSALISTIC INCLUSIVISM
the teaching that salvation is only through Christ, 
but that many may be saved without knowing 
Christ by name.  Introduces the terms 
"Anonymous Christians" and "Implicit Faith"
ADVOCATES:  KARL RAHNER, BRIAN MCLAREN 
(?), CHUCK SMITH JR (?), SPENCER BURKE 
(THE OOZE), SOME "EMERGING CHURCHES", 
CATHOLOCISM SINCE VATICAN II.  

3.  UNIVERSALISTIC 
EXCLUSIVISM
the teaching that all will come to believe in 
Jesus, either in this life or the next.  This is 
called “second chance” teaching, and it 
assumes that after death, a person has 
another chance to receive Jesus.  
ADVOCATES:  CLARK PINNOCK, THE 
WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD.

4.  ANNIHILATIONISM
the teaching that the personhood of people 
who reject Jesus simply ceases to exist at or 
after death.  They are annihiliated, and do 
not spend eternity in conscious punishment. 
ADVOCATES:  JOHN STOTT, SOME CULTS

5. PARTICULARISM, a.k.a.  
EXCLUSIVISM
the teaching that faith alone in Christ alone BY NAME 
(i.e., identity) is the only way to God or heaven.   
ADVOCATES:  THE CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY 
ALLIANCE AND ALL EVANGELICAL DENOMINATIONS 
& LEADERS, HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY
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If Hell isn't real (a real 
possibility for all 

people)...
...then the Christian 
missionary movement has 
been a monumental waste of 
lives and resources.

...then the universe 
has no final solution 
for evil and the 
supreme being is 
not holy.

..then Jesus 
mislead his 
followers.

..then two thousand 
years of Christianity 
has been mistaken.

FIVE PROPOSITIONS FOR CHRISTIANS IN A PLURALISTIC 
WORLD

1. In the Bible followers of God and Jesus offered respect for 
the people, but total disrespect for the gods and practices 
of other religions. 

2. It’s a cop out to say that we can’t judge who’s going to 
heaven and who isn’t... though we cannot look into hearts, 
God has revealed the way of salvation and we must echo his 
Word.

3. Though hell is real, it is not God’s "Plan A" for any person.
4. God takes human freedom with infinite seriousness.  
5. The Bible indicates that there are degrees of punishment in 

hell.

If hell is real, then won't you dedicate your life to helping 
everyone possible to meeting Jesus so they can spend eternity with 
God?  

"Now if you believe that outside of Christ 
there is no hope, it is impossible to possess 

an atom of human love and kindness 
without being gripped with a great desire to 

bring men to this one way of salvation."

        --Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church


