
I. Introduction
A. Welcome to week three in our series called Four Letter Words. All our campuses, and here live in our auditorium, we 

are really thankful you are worshipping with us today. I want to send a special shout out to all our friends at the Well, 
our service geared for young adults and to our video cafe. Last weekend we had 105 people in our new Video Cafe, 
and we really appreciate each one of s you.

B. Our Four Letter Word for today is the word DAMN. This week has been a really heavy week for me because this topic 
is so serious. I am not even wearing my Chicago Bear’s jersey because I didn’t think it was right to joke around when 
we’re talking about damnation and hell, and what it all means. 

C. I am going to ask you at the end of this message to dedicate your life like never before to help everybody you know 
make the necessary choices to spend eternity WITH God in heaven. That’s where I’m headed. 

D. Most people do not give serious thought to the afterlife. Most people do not give their best adult energy to the afterlife. 
Most people, and I don’t know if that includes you or not, but most people treat the idea of hell the same way they 
treat a SERVICE ENGINE light on their car: they ignore it as long as possible, hoping the problem will just go away.

E. But the doctrine of hell will not go away. It is probably the single most offensive teaching of Christianity. People of 
other religions, and of no religion, have been angry at Christians over this teaching since day one.

F. Let’s get down to business. Let me start with a survey of several schools of thought. Follow along on your chart. I know 
the terms can be confusing, but I didn’t make them up. So do your best, and use this stuff to discuss with your friends 
and iGroup after the service is over.

II. Survey of Positions
A. UNIVERSALISM, a.k.a. PLURALISM

1. This teaches that all will be saved, or at least can be saved through sincere devotion to the religion of their 
culture, choice, or upbringing. Christ is not the only way to God; all sincere roads can lead to God.

2. ADVOCATES: JOHN HICK, PAUL KNITTER, HUSTON SMITH, THOMAS TALBOTT, LIBERAL 
CHRISTIANITY, UNITARIANS, UNIVERSALISTS, UNITY CHURCH

B. UNIVERSALISTIC INCLUSIVISM
1. The teaching that salvation is only through Christ, but many may be saved without knowing Christ by name. 

Sometimes these people are called, "Anonymous Christians." Or they are said to have "Implicit Faith."
2. ADVOCATES: KARL RAHNER, BRIAN MCLAREN, CHUCK SMITH JR., SPENCER BURKE (THE 

OOZE), SOME "EMERGING CHURCHES," CATHOLICISM SINCE VATICAN II. 
C. UNIVERSALISTIC EXCLUSIVISM

1. The teaching that all will come to believe in Jesus, either in this life or the next. This is called “second chance” 
teaching, and it assumes that after death, a person has another chance to receive Jesus. 

2. ADVOCATES: CLARK PINNOCK, THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD.
D. ANNIHILATIONISM

1. The teaching that the personhood of people who reject Jesus simply ceases to exist sometime at or after 
death. They are annihilated, and do not spend eternity in conscious punishment. 

2. ADVOCATES: JOHN STOTT, SOME CULTS
E. PARTICULARISM, a.k.a. EXCLUSIVISM

1. The teaching that faith alone in Christ alone BY NAME (i.e., identity) is the only way to God or heaven. 
2. ADVOCATES: THE CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY ALLIANCE AND ALL EVANGELICAL 

DENOMINATIONS & LEADERS, HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY
a) [Material adapted from Millard Erickson, "The State of the Question" in Through No Fault of Their 

Own: The Fate of Those Who Have Never Heard.]
III. Analysis

A. These are five positions that Christians have adopted. Of these five positions, the one with most support historically is 
the last one, Particularism. This is the official position of our denomination, the Christian and Missionary Alliance. This 
has been the central view of Christianity since the very beginning. This is my view. It is the biblical view. If you disagree 
with me, I want to ask for your tolerance, and ask you to hear me out. True tolerance means that we will agree to disagree 
and do so respectfully. The fifth view is the major view, in my mind the ONLY view of orthodox, evangelical 
Christianity.

B. In recent times the other views have become more popular. Right now, the most popular view is becoming the second 
one, Universalistic inclusivism. The view that only Jesus saves, but you don’t have to know Jesus in order to have Him 
save you. This is a change, and I want to talk about this change. 

C. Of course there are other views from other religions besides Christianity. Then there are views from philosophy, popular 
culture, theology and even science. 

D. So, with all of these possible opinions, how can we Christians be so insistent that hell is real, and that it is a real 
possibility—even a probability—for most people? 

IV. If Hell Is Not Real
A. If hell is not real, (meaning a real possibility or even probability for most people) then the Christian 

missionary movement has been a monumental waste of lives and resources.
1. For two thousand years, the driving force behind Christianity has been the words of Jesus Christ: “Go into all 

the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk 16:15). This is called the Great Commission. Jesus 
gave His followers many missions, but only one Great Commission. That was to tell every person in the whole 
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world that Jesus died for their sins and rose again, and to invite people to entrust their lives and destinies to 
Jesus.

2. In His very next statement, Jesus explains why this commission is of utmost importance:
a) “He who believes and is baptized [as a symbol of his or her faith] will be saved; but he who does 

not believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:16, NKJV.
3. For the past two thousand years, literally millions and millions of followers of Jesus have paid an enormous 

price to obey that commission. The price has been paid in money, suffering, and even in lives given up to tell 
people about Jesus and warn them about condemnation to come. 

4. If hell is not a real possibility for most people, then why should we evangelize? Why has historic Christianity 
been so eager to persuade people to come to Christ? 

5. Be very careful what you say here, because to throw out hell and its real possibility is to also throw out two 
thousand years of Christian missionary effort and to say it was all a colossal waste.

B. If hell is not real (meaning a real possibility or even probability for most people), then two thousand 
years of Christianity has been mistaken.

1. There is an unbroken chain of teaching on hell from the very first days of Christianity to today. Every 
generation of Christians has believed that those who do not receive Jesus will go to hell.

2. There is a classic study of the history of evangelism called Evangelism in the Early Church, by Michael Green (an 
Anglican pastor). He surveys the earliest followers of Jesus, and the generation they trained, and the 
generation they trained. Green asked what motivated so many Christians to go to such extreme lengths to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. Here is what he concluded:

a) “On whether men declare themselves for [Jesus] or against Him depends their eternal destiny. 
Entry into the kingdom of God depends upon relationship with [Jesus]. Always we meet this 
religious dualism. It is one of the most objectionable elements in the gospel to modern man. No 
doubt it was to men of the first century. The scandal of Christ’s particularity has always been the 
supreme obstacle to Christian commitment. But those early Christians believed implicitly that Jesus 
was the only hope for the world, the only way to God for the human race. Now if you believe that 
outside of Christ there is no hope, it is impossible to possess an atom of human love and kindness 
without being gripped with a great desire to bring men to this one way of salvation. We are not 
surprised therefore, to find that concern for the state of the unevangelized was one of the great 
driving forces behind Christian preaching of the gospel in the early Church.” (249).

3. Every major Christian leader of the earliest generations of Christianity believed that the destiny of a person 
without Jesus was hell, and that belief was cause of great concern, great compassion and great effort to lead 
people to Jesus Christ. Hell wasn’t a side issue; it was a central issue, and was one of the driving motivations 
for followers of Jesus from the very beginning.

4. If they were wrong, then Christianity has been wrong since the beginning. Be careful about dismissing the 
doctrine of hell; you have to dismiss a whole lot more than hell itself. 

C. If  hell is not real, then Jesus misled his followers.
1. Jesus spoke more about hell than any other person in the Bible. Here are some examples, all of them from 

Jesus:
a) “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able 

to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28, NKJV.
b) “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into 

life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.” Matthew 18:9, NKJV.
c) “Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?” Matthew 23:33, 

NKJV.
d) “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 

bosom.” Luke 16:23, NKJV.
e) “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and 

there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to 
life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13-14, NKJV.

2. Jesus taught about hell. It’s important to point out three things about His teaching on hell. 
3. One is that Jesus made heaven and hell TOTALLY dependent upon a relationship with Himself. It wasn’t about this 

religion or that religion; it was about Jesus and a connection to Him. In fact, ALL the writers of the Bible did 
this. Heaven was for people who had Jesus. Hell was for people who didn’t have Jesus. I know this sounds 
unfair, but I want to talk about that in a couple of minutes.

a) “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” John 14:6, NKJV. (Matt 7:21-23)

b) “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has 
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 1 John 5:11-12, NKJV.

4. Another important point is that Jesus was heartbroken and angry over the stubbornness that kept people from coming to 
Him. He wasn’t happy about people going to hell, or sadistic. He grieved over that possibility. (Matt 23:37).

5. And one more important point here is that Jesus was insistent that His followers go to the ends of the earth to summon 
people to faith in Him. 

FLW07-03 Four Letter Words: DAMN January 20-21, 2007                    2



a) “Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.’” Luke 14:23, NKJV.

6. Teaching about hell was not a side issue for Jesus; it was central. So He convinced His followers that unless 
their friends and family likewise followed Jesus, they would have no option besides hell. No wonder, after 
Jesus went up to heaven, Peter could stand up before thousands of people and declare:

a) “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12, NKJV.

7. And that is why to dismiss the doctrine of hell is to dismiss the teachings of Jesus, and even worse, the 
MISSION of Jesus. Don’t make that choice lightly. There’s a whole lot at stake. 

D. If hell is not real (a real possibility for all people), then the universe has no final solution for evil and 
the supreme being is not holy.

1. There are some very good logical and philosophical reasons for believing in hell. But to me, this is one of the 
most important ones of all: think about how you felt the last time someone cut in front of you in line at 
Costco. Or the last time someone treated you unfairly. If you’re like most people, you have an instinctive 
response: you say, “That’s not fair—the line starts back there.” 

2. Question: where does the instinct for fairness come from? I say it comes from God. It is a universal trait. Every 
society has a sense of justice, of right and wrong. Why? Because every person is created in the image of God. 
Our innate sense of justice is a faint reflection of the tarnished image of God within us. 

3. It makes sense to believe that if we humans have a sense of justice, and we are imperfect—most people would 
agree—but if we have a sense of justice, how much more must our MAKER have a sense of justice too?

4. It is this sense of Justice within God that is the ultimate reason for hell. If God were not just, there would be 
no need for hell, no need for payback for evil.

5. But consider the alternative: do you really want to live in a universe where God doesn’t punish evil? Imagine a universe 
where the supreme being accepts evil or tolerates it. Imagine a universe where the supreme being is a liar or a 
thief. Where God is indifferent to evil, cruelty, or abuse. Do you really want that kind of God or that kind of 
universe?

6. You might say, “No, I don’t. I do want God to punish evil. I just don’t want him to be so severe.” 
7. Hold that thought for a couple more minutes, but focus on this: if you want God to punish evil, then you want some 

form of hell, whether it’s in this life, or the next; whether it’s hot or really hot; whether it’s temporary or eternal. 
You want some form of hell, because if you don’t then you don’t want right to win in the end. 

8. If you were constructing a universe, and really thinking about it, you would construct a universe in which 
God was holy, and evil was punished. Any other universe would be unlivable and intolerable. That is exactly 
why the Bible makes so much sense when you really understand what it is saying.

9. Let me turn the discussion over, and lay out a handful of propositions for you to think about: biblical truths 
for a pluralistic world.

V. Biblical Truths for a Pluralistic World
A. In the Bible followers of God and Jesus offered respect for the people, but total disrespect for the gods and practices of other religions. 

1. Examples:
2. Paul was respectful of the Athenians as people, though he disagreed with their religious views (Ac 17:16-34).
3. God’s prophet Elijah mocked the priests of the false God, Baal (1 Ki 18:21-40).
4. King David said the gods of the nations around him were demons (Ps 106:35-37).
5. Paul said those who worship idols are really worshipping demons (evil spirits, 1 Cor 10:21).

a) There are many other examples, but throughout the Bible, though God’s people were respectful of 
other people, they totally rejected the religious values of other people. They loved the people, but 
hated the false religion.

b) This does not mean we should run around calling people out for their false religious views and 
damn them to hell. Not at all. It means we hold our convictions passionately and, through love 
and truth, seek to attract people to Jesus.

B. It’s a cop out to say we can’t judge who’s going to heaven and who isn’t. 
1. Of course that’s true, it’s not our place to judge. But if God has said in His Word that a certain group goes to 

heaven, and a certain group goes to hell, shouldn’t we echo what He has so clearly said without apology? No 
we don’t judge; it’s not for us to judge. But God does, and He has revealed to us the basis of His judgment: 
Jesus Christ. If you are identified with Jesus, you have eternal life. If you aren’t, you have eternal 
condemnation. It bugs me when I read theology books that won’t echo the clear teachings of the Bible and 
claim to be taking the moral high ground. 

C. Though hell is real, it is not God’s plan A for any person. God doesn’t want people to go to hell. 
1. John 3:17: "Indeed," Jesus says, "God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world but in 

order that the world"—and by "the world" here Jesus means all human beings—"in order that the world 
might be saved through Him." 

2. 2 Peter 3:9: "The Lord is not willing that any should perish but that all"—every single human 
being—"should come to repentance." 

3. Paul writes to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:4) in the context of asking for prayer for all who are in authority, "This is 
right in the eyes of God our savior who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
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truth."
4. On your best day you can’t imagine how passionately God loves every human being and wants each and 

every one to receive Jesus. Do you want proof? The cross is God's ultimate expression, the ultimate, infinite 
price that He will pay, so that all human beings can spend eternity with Him.

5. But if that’s really God’s heart, then why do so many people go to hell?
D. God takes human freedom with infinite seriousness. 

1. G. K. Chesterton said, "Hell is God's great complement to the reality of human freedom and the dignity of 
human choice." God will not force people to relate to Jesus. God will not override people’s choice. You are 
free to believe, and free not to believe in Jesus. 

2. Look at John 3:19: “And this is the condemnation [the cause of damnation], that the light has come into the 
world [the light is Jesus], and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” John 3:19, 
NKJV. It’s a staggering thought that people choose darkness over light, but God allows us that choice.

3. C.S. Lewis said, “The doors of hell are locked from the inside.” It’s a choice.
4. Paul talks about people who are religious, but do not follow Jesus. He explains how God deals with these 

people: “Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship Him as God or even give Him                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. The result was that their minds 
became dark and confused.” (Romans 1:21, NLT). He describes how people turned to idols instead of God. 
And then we have this phrase: “God gave them up” (Rom 1:24, 26, 28). Three times, God gave them up, or 
as the NLT translates it, “God let them go ahead and do whatever their shameful hearts desired” (v. 24, NLT). 
It was their choice. And the conclusion is: “Therefore you are without excuse” (Rom 1:20; 2:1).

5. Even those who never heard? Yes. Those who never heard about Jesus. There are some people, God knows, 
who will not believe in Jesus no matter what. The prime example: when a rich man is in hell, he asks 
permission to go back and warn his brothers so they won’t come to hell too. He is told: “But Abraham said, 
‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read their writings anytime they want to.’ 
The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will 
turn from their sins.’ But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t listen 
even if someone rises from the dead.’” Luke 16:29-31, NLT.

E. The Bible indicates there are degrees of punishment in hell.
1. We can find this in places like Luke 12:47,48; Matt 11:21-24 and other places. I don’t know exactly what it 

means, but I can tell you two things with absolute certainty:
a) When God finishes putting us all where we belong, there will be a cosmic sigh of relief and an 

agreement for the first time since the Fall, the universe is as it ought to be.
b) Those who have Jesus as their Savior are guaranteed a place in heaven and deliverance from hell. 

VI. Conclusion
A. Look, I don’t want anybody to applaud, cheer, or give off the spirit that we’re so right and damn the world. We do not 

take pleasure in the doctrine of hell. It’s horrifying and sad. But it’s necessary. Above all else, it’s biblical. Even if you 
don’t agree with the Bible, you’ll have to agree that at least we Christians are being consistent with it. We are only 
echoing the words of our leader, Jesus.

B. So I want to challenge you. We’re wrapping up our year, and preparing for our annual report next weekend. In all of 
our ministries, every time someone receives Jesus, we keep track of that. God tells us to know well the condition of our 
flocks, and we’re trying as hard as possible. In 2005, we counted 360 professions of faith in Jesus. I was blown away by 
that, and I thought we could never keep that pace. 

C. This past year, and I have the records right here, in our ministries we were able to identify 591 (I had the numbers 
rechecked) people, young and old, who professed faith in Jesus Christ.

D. That is why we are here. That is what we celebrate. Every person who receives Jesus reduces by one the number of 
people in hell. If you don’t like the doctrine of hell, then TELL PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS. Invite people into His 
kingdom. Love people. Care for people. Serve people. Share your life with people. Redding desperately needs to hear 
about Jesus Christ. So does the world. 

E. I want to challenge you to dedicate your life to sharing Jesus. How would your life be different if you didn’t know Jesus? 
What kind of person would you be? I think about that.  Believe me, you wouldn’t want anything to do with me if I 
didn’t have Jesus in my life. When I found Jesus, I found a treasure, and I want you to find him, too. I want every one of 
us to have that spirit. 

F. Won’t you pray for God to use you to reach your world with the lifesaving truth of Jesus? Won’t you make yourself 
available? Won’t you, as the Bible says, gladly spend and be spent for the gospel.

G. God, give us even more souls in 2007. 
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