
I. Introduction
A. Nine messages ago, I stated that the Book of Ruth is like 

a fireworks show. It starts slowly and builds to a big 
finish. Today and next weekend, we're at the big finish. 

B. What happens in Ruth chapter four is really amazing, and I 
hope your soul connects with it. 

C. What makes this hard, however, is the cultural distance 
between us and the people in this story. If we used a 
time machine to transport a person to our day from 
2,000 years ago, nothing would make sense. Electricity. 
Cars. Worship music. We’d have to explain everything.

D. When we transport ourselves back into the book of Ruth 
we face the same problem. So my job is to help explain 
the cultural differences so we can feel when those 
ancient readers felt. 

E. We're going to chew on the paragraph for a few minutes, 
and then ask the question: SO WHAT? What is the Word 
of the Lord for us today from Ruth chapter four? What 
hope does it bring? What comfort? What amazement? 
What fresh experience of God?

II. Previously...
A. To this point the story has focused on two widows: 

Naomi and Ruth. Both are at the bottom rung of the 
social ladder. Ruth is essentially a beggar. And Naomi has 
been bitter. But in chapter three, everything changes.

B. Naomi turns matchmaker, and sends Ruth to propose 
marriage to a man named Boaz. We noticed last time the 
costliness of this action for Naomi: she risks losing the 
one person who has been committed to her for life. We 
saw that race is expensive, and the giver of grace 
always pays the price.

C. Ruth follows Naomi's instructions to the letter... she 
proposes. Boaz agrees.

D. Now, Boaz has a plan, and he sends Ruth home to wait, 
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and to sit still, for the unfolding of his plan. 
E. It turns out to be an incredible plan of triumphant grace. 

Let's look at it.
III. Grace Triumphant (My own literal translation from Hebrew). 

A. 4:1 And Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there. 
And Look! The near-relative came by, of whom Boaz had 
spoken. And he said, Turn aside; sit here, Mr So-and-So. 
And he turned aside and sat down. 4:2 And he took ten 
men of the elders of the city and he said, Sit down here. 
And they sat down.

1. Boaz goes up to the gate of the city. This is the 
official place for conducting legal transactions. 
Verse one states that the "near relative" was 
walking by. Who is that? He is the one person more 
closely related to Naomi than Boaz is. He has 
certain legal rights that Boaz wants to deal with.

2. This man's identity is unknown. The Bible uses a 
phrase variously translated "such a one", "so-and-
so". We will call him Mr So-and-so. This is a way of 
referring to a specific person without giving his 
specific identity. Just as Orpah faded into oblivion, 
so Mr So-and-So remains a faceless, nameless 
entity. 

3. Perhaps our author is hinting that it is GRACE that 
gives identity and purpose to our lives.

4. And not only that, there’s another great lesson 
here too: When your heart is right with God, then 
GRACE is running the show. That’s why Baoz is 
calling the shots. No one questions him. He tells the 
town elders to sit down, and they sit down. The 
tells Mr So-and-So to turn around, and he does. This 
is the great sovereignty of grace in action. 

B. 4:3 And he said to the near-relative, The portion of the 
field that belonged to our brother Elimelek, Naomi -- who 
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returned from the fields of Moab -- is selling. 4:4 And I 
personally thought to disclose it to you, saying Buy it, 
before the presence of the inhabitants and before the 
presence of the elders of my people. If you will buy it, 
buy it. And if you will not buy it, tell me so that I may 
know, for there is no one ahead of you to buy it, and I 
am after you. And he said, I will buy it. 

C. I am so excited when I read this. And you’re probably 
saying, what’s the deal. So my job is to help you get 
excited. My job is to help you see what the big deal is... 
It’s time to light the fireworks.

D. Like streams running together into a river, five ancient 
laws flow into this paragraph and what is going on. 

1. The law of inheritance.
a) This Law specified a pecking order for 

inheritance. (Num. 27:8-11). Son - daughter - 
brothers -father's brothers - nearest relative. 
Mr So-and-So is the nearest living relative, and 
then Boaz. If Naomi sells her land, Boaz is 
second in line with rights to buy it.

2. The law of permanent possession.
a) In Lev 25:23 God decrees, "The. Land shall not 

be sold permanently, for the land is Mine." 
When the Jews first entered the Promised 
Land, they divided the land according to tribes 
and clans and families. The law of permanent 
possession guaranteed that no land could be 
permanently sold to another tribe, clan, or 
family. At best, such sales were only 
temporary leases. This stipulation guaranteed 
that no tribe, clan, or family need face 
extinction because of poverty. At least they 
would have the land under their feet. How did 
this work?
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3. The law of Jubilee.
a) To implement the law of permanent 

possession, God created another set of laws 
called the laws of Jubilee. The Laws of Jubilee 
are outlined in Leviticus 25. Every fiftieth year, 
was called a year of jubilee.

b) Here's what happened to property in that 
year: All property was returned to its 
ancestral owners. If you sold some land 
outside your family to pay your bills, you got 
that land back in the Year of Jubilee. You didn't 
even have to pay for it or return any of the 
money you got for it (Lev 25:13). 

c) Property costs were influenced by the number 
of years till the next Jubilee. All property 
values spiked right after Jubilee, and then 
WENT DOWN for the next forty nine years (Lev 
25:15). The value of land sold outside the 
family tree was discounted two percent every 
year until the next Jubilee, when it would be 
worth zero and have to be returned.

d) This was of great importance to Mr So-and-So. 
Why? Because Naomi and her late husband, 
Elimelek had no heirs. And she was too old to 
have heirs. So, Mr So-and-So could buy Naomi's 
land at a discounted price, and add it to his 
own estate forever. At the next Jubilee, there 
would be nobody to give it back to. That's why 
Mr So-and-So so quickly agreed, "I will buy it." 
This brings up another matter of Hebrew law.

4. The law of levitate marriage and kinsman-redeemer.
a) Under the Bible's laws for the. Jews, there was 

a certain institution called levirate marriage. 
The laws of levirate marriage are found in Deut 
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25:5-10. These laws required that if a man 
died, his brother must marry the widow and 
produce an heir.

b) But there’s a catch. Under the law, the child 
would the child of the brother who died. 

c) The man who undertook such a marriage was 
called the kinsman redeemer.

d) And that’s what everybody gushes over in the 
book of Ruth... But there is a big problem, 
because this law does NOT apply. The Kinsman 
redeemer law soesn’t apply. It’s not in Ruth. It 
wrecks the story. (So cross this one off your 
list!)

e) I don’t care what famous video teachers are 
putting it out there, they haven’t done their 
homework. 

f) You probably know I’m married to a lawyer. 
Whenever a legal discussion comes up, the 
first thing Margi asks is, “What does the law 
say?” I know this may be painful, and unsavory, 
but you have to think like a lawyer. Boaz is 
doing that, so we have to do that too.

(1) Because the law applies to brothers, and 
Mr So and So is not a brother. The law 
says, “When brothers dwell together...” 
But you might argue correctly that in the 
Bible, the word "brothers" can also 
extend to more distant cousins.

(2) Because the law applies to brothers "who 
dwell together" (Deut 25:5). When Naomi 
and Elimelek moved from Judah to Moab 
(Ruth 1), they forfeited their rights to this 
protection under the law. It doesn’t 
apply. And there’s more evidence:
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(3) Because the kinsman-redeemer laws were 
required obligations; they were 
automatic. And even though nobody 
helped Naomi, she didn’t make a stink. 
Why? Because, legally, nobody owed her. 

(4) Because if a man refused to fulfill the role 
of kinsman-redeemer for his brother, he 
was disgraced. They spit on him. The 
changed his name into something like The 
Big Jerk (Deut 25:9,10). Yet none of this 
happens in Ruth.

(5) Because the Author of Ruth explains the 
sandal-swap ritual as a signature on a 
legal transaction; not under the terms of 
Deut 25:9. What happens in Ruth 4 is a 
different ritual from what happens in Deut 
25.

g) This is why the laws of kinsman redeemer do 
not apply in Ruth. I know that was complicated. 
I hope it wasn’t painful. But it’s important 
because here’s what it means: 

(1) Mr So-and-So owes nothing to Naomi and 
Ruth. 

(2) Boaz owes nothing to Naomi and Ruth. 
(3) Nobody owes them anything. 

h) Any favor that anybody does for them is pure 
grace. You can almost imagine Mr So-and-So 
rubbing his hands in glee. He's thinking, "I get 
to buy this great farmland. There are only so 
many years left to Jubilee, so the price is 
discounted. And then I get to keep the land 
forever. There are no heirs to claim it. 
Excellent! I can permanently add it to my own 
estate. Absolutely I'll buy it! Where do I sign?"
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i) There. The countdown is over. The fire has 
burned up the fuses. 

j) The fireworks explode:
E. 4:5 And Boaz said, On the day that you acquire the field 

from the hand of Naomi, indeed even Ruth the Moabitess, 
wife of the deceased, l acquire to raise up a name for 
the deceased over his estate.

1. There is technical issue in translation here. I won’t 
get into it but to say, that my translation follows the 
Hebrew as exactly as possible.

2. Don't miss what's going on here. Boaz breaks the 
news to the whole town that he is going to marry 
Ruth.

3. This is news to Mr So and So. 
4. But even more, Boaz also announces that their 

firstborn son will not be legally his. Instead, Boaz 
chooses that his firstborn son will be legally the 
child and heir of Ruth's late husband, Mahlon. 
Instead of Boaz Jr. this boy will be Elimelek/Mahlon 
Jr.

5. So what?
F. 4:6 And the near-relative said, I am not able to buy it for 

myself, lest I spoil my own estate. Buy it for yourself, for 
I am not able to buy it.

1. What's going on? As long as Elimelek has no heir, Mr 
So-and-So can afford to buy the field; he can add it 
to his estate forever, and keep the money in the 
family. 

2. But, now that Boaz is marrying Ruth, and now that 
he will raise up an heir for her late husband, the 
math changes. 

3. Now, Mr So-and-So will have to buy the land with his 
own money, keep it for a while, and then give it 
right back at the next Jubilee for free. 
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4. He loses the money AND he loses the land. 
5. Mr So-and-So would spoil his own estate by buying 

it. So he tells Boaz: YOU BUY IT.
6. Where's the grace here? 
7. Simple.
8. If you’re Boaz, and you want a payday, DON’T TELL 

MR SO-AND-SO ANYTHING. Don’t say a word. 
9. That way... 

a) Mr So-and-So would buy the land. 
b) Naomi, my future mother in law, would get a big 

chunk of money, so she’s cared for. (There’s a 
big headache taken care of!)

c) Then, in a few years, my son would get the 
land back, and Mr So-and-So would be broke. 

d) So Boaz would end up with both the land AND 
the money!

e) Don’t say a thing, Boaz. It’s brilliant! It’s legal! 
It’s fair.

f) But it is the opposite of grace.
10. So Boaz puts his marriage on public record... and 

saves this unnamed man’s whole estate, and 
sending grace into the stratosphere.

11. But it gets better. 
G. 4:7 Now this was the manner in Israel, in former times, 

concerning buying and exchanging, to confirm all matters: 
a man took off his shoe and gave it to his neighbor. And 
this testified in Israel. 4:8 And the relative said to Boaz, 
Acquire it for yourself. And he took off his shoe. 4:9 And 
Boaz said to the elders and all the people, You are 
witnesses this day that I have acquired all that belonged 
to Elimelek and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon 
from the hand of Naomi. 4:10 Indeed even Ruth the 
Moabitess, wife of Mahlon, I acquire to myself to be my 
wife, to raise up a name for the deceased over his 
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estate; so that the name of the deceased is not cut off 
from his brothers and from the gate [no loss of legal 
standing]. You are witnesses this day.

1. With these words, Boaz reaches the pinnacle of 
grace. How so?

2. Boaz is buying the land from Naomi. He pays a price 
for the land, and his own estate bears the cost. It’s 
a lot of money. We could say that you know the 
grace of Boaz, that though he was rich, he became 
poor, that Naomi might be made rich.

3. Boaz is marrying Ruth. This he sees as more grace 
on her part than his own... but don’t miss the real 
fireworks here.

4. WHAT IS THE PRICE OF HIS GRACE? 
5. The price of his grace will be his only begotten son. 
6. Boaz is giving away his firstborn son. That son will 

not be Boaz Jr. He will be Mahlon Junior. He will not 
bear his father's last name, will not share in his 
father's inheritance, and will not technically be a 
member of his father's family. He is the Grace Child. 

7. What a costly sacrifice. What great love. What 
amazing grace. 

8. He is one who sees people in need. His heart goes 
out to them in mercy and love. 

9. He sacrifices his wealth.
10. He sacrifices his estate.
11. He sacrifices his son.
12. All that he might lavish grace on those who don’t 

deserve it and haven’t earned it.
13. Does all of that remind you of anybody else in the 

Bible?
14. And we have to ask...

a) Where is Ruth when all this is going on? She is 
at home, sitting still. 
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b) What role does she play? None. She is sitting 
still. 

c) How does she help him? Ruth doesn’t help. 
Naomi doesn’t help. Their good deeds play no 
role whatsoever in this great gift of grace. 

15. Welcome to the Book of Ruth. Centuries before 
Jesus Christ, centuries before the Cross. What 
does the Word of God offer? A fully formed 
theology of costly grace given to fallen members of 
a helpless race at the great cost of a Son. 

16. This book is not just a little romantic story tucked 
into the Old Testament. It is profound theology, a 
masterpiece of writing. It is sophisticated theology 
delivered in story form, brilliant,  beautiful, enduring. 

17. Why? 
IV. You are delivered...

A. Because God urgently wants to rehab your thinking 
about who he is, who you are, and how you relate to him.  

B. By this book of Ruth...
1. You are delivered from an ANGRY GOD into heart of 

a CARING FATHER who forgives all your sins. 
2. You are delivered from an INDIFFERENT GOD into the 

hands of a GOD WHO SEES the sparrow fall AND 
PROVIDES for all your needs.

3. You are delivered from a WEAK GOD into the 
guardianship of an OMNIPOTENT GOD who towers 
over all that breaks your heart.

4. You are delivered from a FICKLE GOD unto the plans 
of ALL KNOWING MASTERMIND who works all things 
after the counsel of his will.

5. You are delivered from a SMALL GOD into the arms 
of an INFINITE CREATOR who orchestrates your life 
with exquisite perfection. 

6. You are delivered from a NARROW GOD to a WORLD-
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LOVING SAVIOR who calls the slave and the free, the 
rich and the poor, red, yellow, black, white, and 
Moabite into his everlasting love.

7. You are delivered from a TEMPORAL GOD to the 
mindblowing FATHER OF ETERNITY who will wipe 
every tear from your eyes that in the ages to come 
he might show the exceeding riches of his grace 
through kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

8. And you are delivered from a DISTANT GOD to 
JEHOVAH SHAMMAH, the Lord who is there in your 
troubles, there in your heartbreaks, there in your 
secret sorrows, there in your pending disasters, 
there when you close your eyes and breathe your 
last.

9. You are delivered from a DEMANDING GOD who 
sucks the life out of you, into an ALL GIVING 
BENEFACTOR who will bless you in this life, grace in 
you the next life, and when the sun has spent its 
energy, and this old cosmos rolls up like a scroll, his 
generous grace will still be flowing strong as ever.

C. And when you feel sorry for yourself, or find the icy 
fingers of bitterness creeping across your heart; 

1. when the diabolical Accuser whispers God is a 
million miles away; 

2. when the temptations mount and 
3. fears assail...
4. when doubts fracture your frail faith... 

a) when to you God is demanding, or distant, or 
temporal, or narrow, or small, or fickle, or 
weak, or indifferent, or angry... 

D. You need to believe again in a GREAT GOD whose 
compassionate heart so overflowed with love that he 
paid the unthinkable price of sacrificing his precious and 
belvoed Son that he might lavish upon you a grace so 
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wonderful only eternity will make sense of it. 
E. Ruth is here to deliver you into the arms of that God. 

That great God. That God of marvelous, infinite, 
matchless grace. That one true God of heaven and earth. 
The God of all comfort and the Father of Mercies. 

F. Are there witnesses this day? 
G. Are there witnesses? 
H. That’s why Ruth is here, and that’s why we have studied 

it. 
I. I told you there were fireworks.  

V. Even More
A. God delivered up his Son for you. For all of us moral 

failures. For all of us confused wanderers. For all of us 
self-centered, hard-hearted, stiff-necked, spiritual rebels. 
For all of us lost, helpless, bankrupt Ruth's and bitter 
Naomi's. Spiritual beggars. God delivered up Jesus for 
you... to the death of a Cross. 

B. Unthinkable. Unfathomable. Indescribable. Full of glory. 
C. If God will do the greater, wont he also do the lesser for 

you? If it is in the heart of Boaz to give up his Son, won't 
it also be in his heart to give up his money and his grain?  
Giving up Jesus was the hardest thing God ever had to 
do. Supplying all your other needs is easy.

D. An old time preacher said: “Christ is yours to live upon 
and to spend, yours to have and to hold, to keep and to 
enjoy . . . Christ is yours to the fullest extent possible; 
there is no reservation, he is your absolute . . . and 
inalienable property; yours today as perfectly as he will 
be when you are in heaven, yours as certainly as you are 
his. Oh that you may now, knowing that Christ is thus 
your property, live upon him, and rejoice in him, and feel 
that you are indeed immeasurably rich.” (Charles 
Spurgeon, "The Saints' Riches", #3204, Nov 2, 1862).
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